
Getting Ready to Start 
School! 



Aims for the evening
• Our School Vision
• Learning in the Early Years 

Foundation Stage
• How we will help and teach your 

child to learn – learning through 
play
• Tapestry – online learning journals
• A day in Reception
• Starting school arrangements
• What can you do to help and 

support your child at home



Together We Thrive…



Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
(EYFS)

• Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Communication and 

Language
• Literacy
• Mathematics 
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design



EYFS at Walsgrave – The Ms



Learning through play

• Play is the way children of this 
age learn.
• Many of the play activities are 

leading towards skills in reading, 
writing and maths.
• Play encourages communication 

between children.
• Friendship and co-operation.
• Children become explorers.



What does learning through play look like?

Your child’s learning is recorded using Tapestry on-line Learning Journals



Outdoor Learning 
• We will be outside everyday
• Your child will need 

appropriate clothing
• Your child will get messy!



Reading and Writing 
• All our reading and writing is taught through a 

phonics scheme called Read Write Inc.
• Read Write Inc. encourages children to know all 

their single sounds first (phonemes) and then 
moves on to blending the sounds to support 
reading. 

• In September, your child will be bringing home a 
library book to share with you.

• Once they have learnt their sounds and are 
beginning to blend some simple words, they will 
be given a reading book from the reading scheme 
alongside some high frequency words to take 
home.



What about the other areas of the curriculum? 



Tapestry – Online Learning Journals
• An Online Learning Journal System
• EYFS Staff record children’s learning and progression using iPads
• Parents can view their child’s journal on mobile devices, tablets and on 

home computers at any time!
• Parents can comment on observations or even add their own!   
• Parents can only view observations of their child (or with permission 

group/class observations)
• You will receive a notification that a new observation has been added 

and you will be able to view it.



Why do we use Tapestry?

To enhance two-way 
communication between 
us (EYFS Team) and you 

(parents/carers)

As you will be increasingly more 
aware of your child’s learning 

and progress in school you will 
have greater opportunities to 

extend learning at home.

Children’s learning and 
progress can be shared 

easily with working parents 
and extended family 

members (including those 
living overseas).

We can upload 
photographs and videos of 

what your child enjoys 
doing in school.



A typical day…
• The school day will start at 8.35. We take the 

register at 8.45. 
• Carpet time (RWI)
• Free-flow and adult-led activities - inside and out.
• Snack – Fruit and Milk
• Carpet time (Maths)
• Lunch – 11.30
• Carpet time
• Free-flow and adult-led activities – inside and out
• Carpet time (story/singing) and getting ready for 

home.



Lunch at Walsgrave



What to bring to school
What your child will need:

• School Book bag 
• Wellies (to be kept at school) 
• A bag that has spare clothes in (including 
underwear)
• A sun hat
• Appropriate coat and shoes

Please label all items of clothing including wellies and 
shoes with your child’s name.



School Uniform



Home Visits 



September Start Dates

• We will be sending out information letting you know your 
timings for Thursday 5th September.

Monday 2nd Tuesday 3rd Wednesday 4th Thursday 5th Friday 6th

INSET

No children are in school 
today

INSET

No children are in school 
today

INSET

No children are in school 
today

Reception in – half day 

15 in am 
15 in pm

Reception in – half day 

15 in am 
15 in pm

Monday 9th Tuesday 10th Wednesday 11th Thursday 12th Friday 13th

All in 8:35-1:00

Staying for lunch

All in 8:35-2:00

Staying for lunch

Reception in for full days 
8:35-3:15

*This is the best fit transition. It may not be right for everyone. We will work with 
you and your child to make sure that they have the best and most positive start 

to school. 



School Readiness - How can you help 
prepare your child for starting Reception.
• Talk to your child about what to 

expect – be honest
• Read stories about starting 

school 
• Encourage independence – 

toileting, looking after their 
belongings, eating…

• Teach your child some keywords 
or phrases so they can articulate 
their needs.

• Be excited!



Wednesday 3rd July
9.30 - 11.00am 

 or 
 1.00 - 2.30pm



Our Relationship with You

Look out for…
• Weekly newsletters.
• ‘Stay and Play’ days
• Other opportunities to come 

into Reception. 
• Your Tapestry
• Friends of Walsgrave



Any Changes…
•Keep us informed about any 
on-going medical conditions or 
allergies. 

•Make sure that you keep the 
office updated with any 
changes in your contact details. 



Any Questions?


